general. The method of using the apparatus, and a means of recognising the poles of the machine, was also explained. Static electricity was generally indicated in depressed conditions of the system, in atonic dyspepsia, neurasthenia, and in those recovering from lowering diseases, e.g., influenza; also in insomnia and chorea. Locally static electricity was of service in paralysis and in anaesthesia (sparks drawn from the affected part), constipation (sparks drawn from the abdomen, and particularly from over the sigmoid flexure), amenorrhoea (sparks drawn from the ovarian region). Static electricity possessed advantages and disadvantages: thus it could be administered immediately, the patient had not to remove any clothing, nor had the electrodes to be moistened; its effect could be graduated and carefully watched, and unless employed in unsuitable cases it could scarcely do any harm. On the other hand, an assistant was required to work the machine, and the apparatus was not portable. 
